10th EU–Georgia Human Rights Dialogue

Brussels 25 April 2018
	09:15
09:30
	Registration & welcome coffee
Opening of discussions (15 min)
	EU- Mr. Dirk Schuebel– Head of Division, Eastern Partnership Bilateral, EEAS
Geo –Mr. V. Makharoblishvili, Head of Delegation, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs (7 min)

	09:45 -10:15
	1) Human rights policy developments and priorities since the previous round of the HR dialogue (lead - EU)

Introduction and short stocktaking of the developments since May 2017: Human rights policy developments on both sides (progress of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan)
	Mr. Dirk Schuebel– Head of Division, Eastern Partnership Bilateral, EEAS
Mr. V. Makharoblishvili, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs (15 min) 

	10:15-11:00
	 2) Strengthening of national mechanisms of implementation of HR instruments (lead - GEO)
If raised by EU: 

· Establishment of mechanism for the implementation of UN Convention on Persons with Disabilities 
· Election of Public Defender  

	Ms.  Ana Khizanishvili, Human Rights Secretariat of the Administration of GoG; Ms. Nino Gakharia, Ministry of Internal Affairs; Ms. Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice; Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (5-7 min for each speaker)
Ms.  Ana Khizanishvili, Human Rights Secretariat of the Administration of GoG
Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia;

	11:00-12:00
	3) Human rights situation in the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia including rights of IDPs (lead – GEO)
	Mr. V. Makharoblishvili, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ms. Tina Gogeliani, Office of the State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality 
Ms Teona Vardzelashvili, Ministry of IDPs from Occupied Territories, Accommodation and Refugees (15 min for each speaker); Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (5 min)

	12:00-12:30
	4) Elections and electoral framework (lead - GEO)
Legislative changes; Electoral environment; administrative resources 
freedom of speech; 
Campaign finance, institutional capacities 
accountability, level-playing field,
If raised by EU: 

· Presidential elections 
· Local elections and ODIHR recommendations 
· Follow-up on remaining ODIHR recommendations on parliamentary elections 
· Gender quota  
· Gender equality in the Parliament and political parties 
	Mr. Giorgi Kalandarishvili, Central Election Commission of Georgia (10 min)
Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia (5 min);
Ms.Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice (5-7 min)
??
Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (5 min)
Mr. Giorgi Kalandarishvili, Central Election Commission of Georgia 
Mr. Giorgi Kalandarishvili, Central Election Commission of Georgia; 
Mr. Giorgi Kalandarishvili, Central Election Commission of Georgia;  
Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia
Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia; Mr. Giorgi Kalandarishvili, Central Election Commission of Georgia;

	12:30-13:30 
	Lunch break
	

	13:30-14:00 
	5) Freedom and pluralism of media (lead-EU)

Overall media context, incl. amendments to the Law on Broadcasting 
If raised by EU:
· Allegations on pressure from Government on TV Pirveli and Iberia; 
· GPB reform and its impact on the private media advertisements  
	Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia (7-10 min); Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (5 min)
The response will be provided post-factum 

Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili (Parliament)

	14:00-15:00
	6) Situation of minorities, including antidiscrimination policy (lead - GEO)

(Including: Rights of ethnic and religious minorities, LGBTI rights and plans for 17 May). 

If raised by EU:
· Amendments to anti-discrimination law – empowerment of PD with the wider mandate to monitor the situation in private institutions and issue relevant recommendations 
· Batumi mosque
· Law on state language
· 1+4 programme – success and future plans
· acts of aggression against Jehovah’s witnesses 

	Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (10 min); Ms. Tina Gogeliani, Office of the State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality (10 min); Mr. David Davitashvili, State Agency for Religious Issues (10 min); Nino Gakharia, Ministry of Internal Affairs (7 min); Mr. Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, (TBC) Prosecutor’s Office (7 min); 
Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia; Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office
Mr. David Davitashvili, State Agency for Religious Issues
Ms. Tina Gogeliani, Office of the State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality
The response will be provided post-factum

	15:00-15:15
	Coffee break 
	

	15:15-16:45
	7) Overall Implementation of the Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan in particular regarding
a. Gender (incl. violence against women)- lead GEO
(Including: Implementation of Istanbul Convention; Commission on gender equality; Strengthening of gender equality in constitution)
b. Children (nutrition, healthcare, early marriages, support to children with mental or physical disability, street children, in particular related to Roma) – (lead GEO)
If raised by EU:
· Proposal on child code – new developments;
· Implementation of the law on early marriage; 
· Juvenile justice reform; 

· Children in church-run orphanages and Muslim communities – legal regulations;
· Implementation of the law on preschool education;
· De-institutionalizing of children's asylum – two state-run orphanages with children with disabilities planned to be closed in 2014
c.
Labour rights - (lead-EU)
(Including: Law on Labour Safety and labour inspections; Tripartite social dialogue)
If raised by EU:
· Recent incident in Tkibuli mine
d.  Ill-treatment - (lead-EU) (Update on measures to prevent ill-treatment (including by the police), accountability and redress of victims, Independent Investigative Mechanism Law)
If raised by EU:
· Redress of victims


	Ms.  Ana Khizanishvili, Human Rights Secretariat of the Administration of GoG (5 min);
Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (10 min)
Ms.Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice; Ms. Nino Gakharia, Ministry of Internal Affairs Mr. Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Prosecutor’s Office; (5 min for each speaker)
Ms. Tamila Barkalaia, Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection;Ms.  Ana Khizanishvili, Human Rights Secretariat of the Administration of the GoG; Ms.Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice; (5-7 min for each speaker) 
Mr. Nikoloz Simonishvili, Parliament of Georgia;
Ms.Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice
Ms. Tamila Barkalaia, Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection;

Mr. V. Makharoblishvili (MFA)
Ms. Tamila Barkalaia, Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection 
Ms. Tamila Barkalaia, Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection (10-15 min)
Ms. Tamila Barkalaia, Ministry of Health, Labor and Social Protection 
Ms. Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice; Ms. Ekaterine Machavariani, Ministry of Internal Affairs; Mr. Nikoloz Chinkorashvili,(TBC)Prosecutor’s Office (5-7 min for each speaker)
Mr. Nikoloz Chinkorashvili (Prosecutor’s Office) (on general procedures)

	16:45-17:15
	8) Preparation of the new Human Rights Action Plan – priorities and state of play (lead – GEO)
Might be raised by EU:
Homeless people in Action Plan

	Ms.  Ana Khizanishvili, Human Rights Secretariat of the Administration of GoG (10  min)  
Ms.  Ana Khizanishvili, Human Rights Secretariat of the Administration of GoG;  

	17:15-17:45
	9) Cooperation in international fora for the protection of human rights (lead - GEO)
Status of ICC investigation, alignment to EU positions
Might be raised by EU:
Georgia’s position on death penalty in Belarus in CoE


	 Mr. V. Makharoblishvili, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ms.Ketevan Sarajishvili, Ministry of Justice (7-10 min for each speaker); Mr. Giorgi Burjanadze, Ombudsman’s Office (5 min)
Mr. V. Makharoblishvili, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

	17:45-18:30
	10) A.O.B

Drug policy – increased cases of imprisonment for drug possession   
Mukhtarli case
	???
Mr. Nikoloz Chinkorashvili, Prosecutor’s Office


